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Friday, March 13. 1713. 


HE readieftWay to proceed in my great Un- 
dertaking, is to explain who | am my felf 
that promife to givethe Town a daily Half 

: Sheet : 1 fhall cherefore enter into my own 
Hiftory, without: lofing any Time in Preamble. 1 
was born in the Year 1642, at a lone Houfe within 
half a Mile of the Town of Braxdford, in the Coun- 
ty ot Middlefex; my Parents were of Ability to be- 
ftow upon me a liberal Education, and of an Hu- 
mour to think that a great Happluc& even in a For- 
tune which was. hnt jufl enough to keep me above 
Want. In my fixteenth Year I was admitted a Com- 
moner of Magdalen- Halli in Oxford.. \t is one great 
Advantage, among many more, which Men educa- 
ted at our Univerfities do ufually enjoy above others, 
that they often contract Friendfhips there, which are 
of Service to them in all the Parts of their future 
Life. This good Fortune happened to me; for 
during the Time of my being an Under-Graduate, 
1 became intimately acquainted with Mr. Ambrose 
Lrzarp, who was a Fellow-Commoner of the 
neighbouring College. 1 have the Honour to be 
well known to Mr. Josep PuLien, of our Hall 
above-mentioned ; and attribute the florid Old Age 
I now enjoy, to my conftant Morning Walks up 
Hedington-Hill in his chearful Company. If the 
Gentleman be (till living, I hereby give him my hum- 
ble Service. Bui, asi was going to fay, I contraéted 
in my early Youth an intimate Friendfhip with 
young Mr. Lizarp of Northamptonfoire. He 
was fent for, a little before he was of Batchelor’s 
ftanding, to be marry’d to Mrs. Fane Lizard, an 
Heirefs, whofe Father would have it fo for the fake 
of the Name. Mr. AMBRoSE knew nothing of it 
till he came to Lizard-Hall on the Saturday Night, 
faw the young Lady at Dinner the next Day, and 
was marry’d, by Order of his Father Sir AMBRosE, 
between Eleven and Twelve the Txefday following. 
Some Years after, when my Friend came to be Sir 
Amsrose himfelf, and finding, upon Proof of her, 
that he had lighted upon a gocd Wife, he gave the 
Curate who join’d their Hands the Parfonage of Welz, 
not far off Welliagborough, My Friend was married 
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in the Year 62, and every Year following, for eigh- 
teen Years together, 1 left the College, (except that 
Year wherein I was chofen-Fellow of Lixcolz) and 
fojourned at Sir AMBRosE’s forthe Months of Fune, 
Fuly and Auguft. I remember very well, that it 
was on the 4th of Fuly, inthe Year 1674, that I 
was reading in an Arbour to my Friend, and ftopt 
of a fudden, obferving he did not attend. Lay y 
your Book, faid he, and let us take a Turn in the 
Grafs-Walk, for I have fomething to fay to you. Af- 
ter a Silence far ahawa faety Varde walking, both of 
us with our Eyes downward, one big to: hear 
vother to fpeak a Matter of great Importance, 
Sir AMBROSE exprefs’d himfelf to this efe@- 
My good Friend, faid he, you may have obferved 
that from the firft Moment I was ia your Com- 
pany at Mr. Willis’s Chambers at Univertity« 
College, Z ever after fought and courted yor? 

That Inclixation towards you has improved from Si- 
militude of Manners, if Imay fo fay, when I tell yor 
I Lave not obferved in any Mana greater Candour 
and Simplicity of Mind than in your felf. You are 
a Man that are uot inclined to launch into the World, 
but prefer Security and Eafe iz a Collegiate or Single 
Life, to going intu the Cares which neceffarily attend 
a publick Charatier, or that of a Mafter of a Family. 
You fee within my Son Marmaduke, my only Child; 

L have a thoufand Anxieties upon me concerning hin, 

the greater part. of which I would transfer to you, 

and when I do fo, I would make it, in plain En- 
glith, worth your while. He would not let me 

ipeak, but proceeded to inform me, that he had laid 

the whole Scheme of his Affairs upon that Founda- 

tion. As foon as we went into the Houfe; he gave 

me a Bill upon his Gold{mith in Lozdon of Two 

Thoufand Pounds, and told me with that he had 

purchafed me, with all the Talents I was Mafter of, 

to be of his Family, to educate his Son, and doall 

that fhould ever lie in my Power for the Service of 
him and his to my Life’s End, according to fuch 

Powers, Trufts and Inftruétions as I fhould hereaf- 

ter receive. 
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The Reader will here make many Speeches ior 
me, and without doubt fuppofe 1 told my Friend 
he tndtetained me with aFortuneto do that which 
I fhomld have thought my felf obliged to by 
Friendthip: Bat, as he was a prudent Man, and 
aéted upon Rules of Life, which were leaft liable 
to the Variation of Humour, Time or Séeafon, | 
was’ ontented to be obliged by hith his owh way ; 
“ bélieved J ffould never Ghter into asfy Alliance 

ich thoulé diré@ mefrom purfuing the Interefts 
of his Family, of which I thould hereafter under- 
ftand my felf a Member. Sir AMBROSEtold mehe 
fhould lay no Injun@tion upon me, which fhould be 
imconfiftent with any Inclination I might have here- 
after to change my Condition. All he meant was 
in general to enfure his Family from that Peft of 
great Eftates, tae Mercenary Men of Bufinefs who 
aé for them, and in a few Years become Creditors 
to their Mafters in greater Sums than half the In- 
come of their Lands amount to, tho’ it is vifible 
all which gave rife to their Wealth was a flight Sal- 
lary, for turning all the reft, both Eftate and Credic 
of that Eftate, to the Ufe of their Principals. To 
this purpofe we had a very long Conference thar E- 
vening, the chief Point of which was, that his only 

ild Marmaduke was from that Hour under my 

e, and | was engaged to turn all my Thoughts 
to the Service of the Child’ im particular, and all the 
Concerns of the Family in general. My moft ex- 
cellent Friend was fo well fatisfied with my Beha- 
Viour, that he made me his Executor, and Guar- 
dian to his Son. My own Condaé during that 
time, and my mannet of Educating his Son Mar- 
maduke to Manhood, and the Intereft { had in 
Gon to the time of his Death alto, with my oe 

nduét to v ric candanmte oO 

d Friend, wee poflibly, a Series of Hiftory of 
mmon Life, asufeful as the Relations of the more 
pompous Paffages in the Lives of Princes and Statef- 
men. The Widow of Sir Ambrofe, and the no 
lefs worthy Reli& of Sir Marveaduke, are both living 


at this time. 


I am to let the Reader know, that his chief En- 
tertainment will arife from what paffes at the Tea 
Table of my Lady Lizard. That Lady is now in 
the Forty fixth Year of her Age, was married in the 
beginning of her Sixteenth, is bieffed with a nume- 
rous Off-fpring of each Sex, no lefs than four Sons 
and five Daughters. She was the Mother of this 
large Family before the arrived at her thirtieth Year. 
About which time the loft her Husband Sir T x £ o- 
pore Lizarp, aGentleman of great Virtue 
and Generofity: He left behind him an improved 
Paternal Eftate of Six thoufand Pounds a Year to his 
eldeft Son, and one Year’s Revenue in, ready Mony 
as a Portion to each younger Child. My Lady’s 
Ciwiftian Name-is Afpafi2, and as it may give a 
certain Dignity to our Stile to mention her by that 
pest we beg leave at Diforetion to fay Lady 
Lizard or Afpefia, according to the Matter we 
fhall treat of ; When the thall be confulting about 
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her Cath, her Rents, her Houthold Affairs, we. 
will uf the more familiar Name; and when the 
is ernployed in the forming the Minds and Senti- 
ments of her Children, exerting her felf in the A&s 
of Charity, or {peaking of Matters of Religion or 
Piety, for the elevation of Stile we wilt ufe the 
Word Afpafim. Afpafia’is a Lady of @ great Un- 


‘derienting avi noble Spirit. She has pafied feveral 


Years in owheod With that_Abftinent Enjoy- 
ment of Life, which has done Honour to her De- 
ceafed Husband, and devolved Reputation upon her 
Children. As fhé has both Sons and Daughters 
marriageable, fire is vifited by many on that Ac- 
count, but by many more for her own Merit. As 
there is no Cirtumftance in Human Life, which 
may not dire@ly or indire@ly concern a Woman 
thus related, there will be abundant Matter offer it 
felf from Paffages in this Family, to fupply my Rea- 
ders with diverting, and perhaps ufeful Notices for 
their Condu@ in all the Incidents of Human Life. 
Placing Mony on Mortgages, in the Funds, upon 
Bottomery, and almoft ali other ways of improving 
the Fortune of a Family, are praG@tifed by my Lady 
Lizard with the beft Skill and Advice. 


The Members of this Family, their Eares, Paf- 
fions, Interefts and Diverfions thal be reprefented 
from time to time, ag News from the Tea Table 
of fo dccomplithed a Woman as the incelligent and 
difcreet Lady Lizard, 
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